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1 . Claims 24-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 24, lines 8 and 10, reference is made to "actuation devices" (i.e. plural). 
It however is not entirely clear what this plural reference to these devices is intended to 
require in this context. In other words, does this require the presence of plural separate 
complete devices capable of angle actuation or is this in reference to plural sub parts 
that make up a single angle actuation device. Clarification is required. For purposes of 
this office action, and in light of the original disclosure, it will be assumed that there is a 
single overall actuation element for each (i.e. "first" and "second") angular adjustment 
but clarification is required. An analogous ambiguity is presented by the reference to 
plural "devices" in claims 25, 26 and 30. 

In claim 31, no antecedent has been established for "the cutting device". 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
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Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 24, 25 and 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ogawa.(US 6,355,126). 

Ogawa discloses an apparatus for manufacturing a tire reinforcing structure on a 
toroidal support including a feeding device 19/20 for feeding plural strip segments (33), 
a laying unit (63 in figs. 3-7) for applying the strips onto the toroidal support at a preset 
angle, a first angular actuation device for rotating the support (e.g. 52/53 in fig. 3) and a 
second angular actuation device (note wrist "62" in fig. 3) capable of causing relative 
rotation about a radial axis as claimed. This patent is therefore considered to anticipate 
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the requirements of claim 24. As to claim 25, the angular adjustment capability using 
wrist 62 is considered to provide an operative capability as claimed. As to claim 29, 
note that the element 63 is a presser element to apply the strips. As to claim 30, 
presser means 63 includes plural sub parts that contribute to the pressing - e.g. links 
"71" can be termed presser elements supported by support elements "70". Further, 
radial actuation is effected by movement of "66" along post "65". As to the transverse 
actuation, note for example that adjacent links "71" can pivot towards and away from 
one another (esp. fig. 4(a)). Further, note also that elements "64" can also be 
considered to read on the claimed radially actuated presser elements, the link pivoting 
or even the angular rotation about the wrist providing the capability of opposite elements 
coming closer and further away from the equatorial plane. As to claim 31 and 32, the 
elements 64 read on the claimed auxiliary holding elements. 
6. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Ogawa (US 6,355,126). 

As to claim 28, a cutting device (27) is clearly provided. Further, as the strip 
would necessarily have to engage the conveyor 20 in a gripping fashion to be able to 
move the strip beyond the cutting device, it would seem that this reference would 
suggest a device that satisfies this claim. In any event, as this reference does not 
provide details of the conveyor structure, even if it were considered that a "gripping 
device" were not inherently suggested, it is considered to have been obvious to provide 
devices (e.g. suction an/or magnetic) associated with the conveyor to assure that the 
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strip is gripped thereto, it being taken to be well known in this art to provide such means 
associated with conveyors for tire strip materials. 

7. Claims 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ogawa (US 6,355,126) as applied to claim 24 above, and further in view of 
Debroche et al. (US 5,281 ,289). 

As to claims 26-27, as noted above, Ogawa provides the relative rotation by 
rotating the applying device using the wrist and does not suggest a capability for 
rotation of the toroidal support around the correction axis as claimed. Debroche et al. is 
also directed to building tire reinforcement structures by successive laying directly on 
toroidal supports and in particular suggests that in order to allow placement along a 
non-linear path, it is desirable to provide a rotation capability to the toroidal support 
around an axis "120" that is considered consistent with the claimed correction axis - 
note esp. col. 9, lines 39-50. To include such a rotation capability for the toroidal 
support in the Ogawa device would therefore have been obvious with an expected 
ability to provide additional flexibility in achieving a desired the laying path. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geoffrey L. Knable whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1220. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on 571-272-1 156. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,486 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 1733 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



GeoffreyL. Knable 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1733 
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